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A letter from Dr. Bruce Cole, Chairman of the National Endowment for the Humanities:
Good evening.

I wish to thank Professor Greenberg for passing along my greetings to all of you, as you gather to pay tribute to Stan Katz.  I’m sorry that I could not make it to Princeton for this occasion; I would have loved to be there to see Stan fêted for all of his contributions to so many fields: legal and constitutional history, public policy, philanthropy — and last but certainly not least, the public humanities.
I am grateful to Stan for his strong support of the humanities in our country and of the NEH’s vital role in particular.  Stan has had a long association with the Endowment, going back to the 1981-82 academic year, when he was awarded an independent research fellowship from NEH, and continuing through his term as President of the American Council of Learned Societies.  Since 1996, Stan has also served as a board member of the New Jersey Council for the Humanities, so I know he appreciates as much as I do all the terrific work done by our State Humanities Councils.
For many years, Stan has also been keenly interested in examining how digital technology will shape the future of the humanities.  I’m grateful for the guidance Stan has given to NEH as we pursue our new Digital Humanities Initiative, and I look forward to continuing to work with him as we explore this exciting new frontier of humanities knowledge.  And of course, I’m thankful for the personal kindness he has shown to me during my time as Chairman of the Endowment.
Once again, I offer my thanks and congratulations to Stan, and my best wishes to all of you for an enjoyable and enlightening conference.
Bruce Cole
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