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Douglas Brooks
Douglas Brooks is President of The International Peace Operations Association (IPOA), a 
nongovernmental, nonprofit, nonpartisan association of service companies dedicated to 
improving international peacekeeping and stabilization efforts through greater 
privatization.  He is a specialist on private sector capabilities and African security issues 
and has written extensively on the regulation and constructive utilization of the private 
sector for international stabilization, peacekeeping and humanitarian missions.

Mr. Brooks has testified before the U.S. Congress, South African Parliament, appeared on 
numerous TV and radio programs including the BBC, CBS News, NBC News, Fox News, 
CNN International, National Public Radio, Voice of America, SABC in South Africa and 
the Lehrer News Hour.  He has lectured at numerous universities and colleges, including 
Georgetown University, the South African Defense College, and the Inter-American 
Defense College at Ft. McNair.  Mr. Brooks is originally from Indiana and has a BA in 
History from Indiana University, an MA in History from Baylor University, with doctoral 
studies at the Graduate School of Public and International Affairs, University of Pittsburgh. 

Dr. Frank A. Camm, Jr.     
Dr. Camm is a senior economist with RAND and currently leads projects for the U.S. Air 
Force and Office of the Secretary of Defense.  Dr. Camm has worked for RAND since 
1976, except during 1983-85.  At RAND, he has worked on many resource allocation and 
management issues.  His defense-related work has addressed the development of 
manpower requirements; risk assessment and management; design of logistics supply 
chains; design of pricing, programming, budgeting, and other financial management 
processes; and sourcing of support services.  Effective cost measurement, process 
improvement, and adaptation of best commercial management practices for use in 
government agencies are themes that run through much of this work.  Dr. Camm has served 
on many government committees, including as a member of the official U.S. delegation to 
the United Nations Environment Programme conference that led to the Montreal Protocol; 
a member of the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board for its study of life extension and 
capability enhancement options for major Air Force weapon systems; and as a member of 
the congressionally mandated Commercial Activities Panel.  He has also served on a 



variety of other high-level teams for the Office of the Secretary of Defense, Army, and Air 
Force.  Dr. Camm holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Chicago.

Phillip Carter
Phillip Carter is an attorney with the Los Angeles office of McKenna Long & Aldridge 
LLP who practices in the area of government contracts and international law.  His national 
security practice includes work for major defense contractors on regulatory and 
government contracts issues, counseling for contractors involved with reconstruction in 
Iraq, and recently, representation of several military law scholars and practitioners filing an 
amicus curiae brief in Hamdan v. Rumsfeld.  Mr. Carter contributes on national security 
issues to Slate, the Washington Monthly, and the New York Times, among other 
publications, and has appeared on National Public Radio, CNN and the Jim Lehrer 
NewsHour.  He served for nine years as an Army officer in a variety of military police and 
civil affairs assignments, including a combat deployment from 2005-2006 as an adviser to 
the police and provincial government in Baqubah, Iraq, as part of the Army's 101st 
Airborne Division. 

Theodore D. Chuang
Theodore D. Chuang is the Deputy Chief Investigative Counsel for the U.S. House of 
Representatives, Committee on Oversight and Government Reform.  The Oversight 
Committee is the principal investigative committee in the House and has broad jurisdiction 
to investigate any federal program and any matter with federal policy implications. Mr. 
Chuang leads congressional investigations and coordinates congressional hearings on such 
matters as waste, fraud, and abuse in Iraq reconstruction contracting; the use of private 
security contractors in the Iraq War; and the White House leak of classified information 
relating to CIA Officer Valerie Plame Wilson.    

Prior to joining the Committee, Mr. Chuang practiced law at Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale 
and Dorr LLP, focusing on white-collar criminal defense, corporate internal investigations, 
and complex civil litigation.  He represented companies and individuals in the government 
contracting, securities, telecommunications, and energy sectors in federal and state criminal 
investigations and prosecutions for securities fraud, accounting fraud, tax evasion, and 
national security violations.  From 1998 to 2003, Mr. Chuang served as an Assistant United 
States Attorney at the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Boston, Massachusetts.  In that role, he 
investigated and prosecuted a wide array of white-collar and violent crimes.  As an 
Assistant U.S. Attorney, he also successfully briefed and argued numerous appeals before 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit.  Mr. Chuang has also served as a Trial 
Attorney at the U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division, where he investigated 
and litigated civil actions on behalf of the United States to enforce federal laws prohibiting 
discrimination in housing, mortgage lending, and public accommodations.

Mr. Chuang graduated magna cum laude from Harvard Law School, where he was an 
Editor of the Harvard Law Review, and summa cum laude from Harvard College.  He is a 
former law clerk to Judge Dorothy W. Nelson of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit.  
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Colonel Flora D. Darpino
Col. Darpino currently serves as Chief of the Criminal Law Division in the Office of The 
Judge Advocate General in Rosslyn, Virginia.  She entered the Army Judge Advocate 
General’s Corps in 1987 with a direct commission.  Prior to her current assignment, 
Colonel Darpino held a variety of positions, including Trial Defense Counsel, Stuttgart, 
Germany; Chief, Civil and International Law, VII Corps, Stuttgart, Germany; Assistant 
Operations Officer and Training Officer, Headquarters, U.S. Army Trial Defense Service; 
Litigation Attorney, US Army Litigation Division; Chief, Administrative and Civil Law 
Division, Fort Campbell, Kentucky; Assistant Executive Officer to The Judge Advocate 
General; Chief, Judge Advocate Recruiting Office; and Staff Judge Advocate, 4th Infantry 
Division, Fort Hood, Texas and Iraq; and Deputy Staff Judge Advocate, III Corps, Fort 
Hood, Texas.  

Col. Darpino graduated from Gettysburg College in Pennsylvania in 1983 with a Bachelor 
of Arts with Honors in Economics.  She earned her J.D. in 1986 from Rutgers - Camden 
School of Law, Camden, New Jersey.  She earned her Masters in Law with Honors from 
The Judge Advocate General’s School in Charlottesville, Virginia.  Her military education 
includes the Judge Advocate Officer Basic Course, Judge Advocate Officer Graduate 
Course, Army Command and General Staff College and the Army War College Fellowship 
Program.  Her awards include the Bronze Star, the Meritorious Service Medal (5 OLC), the 
Army Commendation Medal, the Army Achievement Medal, National Defense Service 
Medal (2), Iraqi Campaign Medal; Global War on Terrorism Service Medal; Army Service 
Ribbon; and the Overseas Service Ribbon.  

Christopher Davis
Christopher Davis is a professional staff member on the House Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform.  Mr. Davis has worked for Chairman Henry Waxman's staff on 
the Committee for more than five years, the last four as an oversight investigator.  In this 
capacity, Mr. Davis has investigated topics such as the politicization of federal scientific 
research, abuses of the civil service system, and numerous examples of waste, fraud and 
abuse in federal procurement and grantmaking.  Recently, Mr. Davis has been focused on 
the Committee's investigations into federal government contracts for Iraq reconstruction 
and troop support, including the growing role of private military firms in that effort. Mr. 
Davis holds a degree in Human Biology from the University of Pennsylvania.

Laura A. Dickinson
Laura A. Dickinson is a Professor at the University of Connecticut School of Law, where 
she has taught since 2001. During 2006-07, Professor Dickinson was a Visiting Research 
Scholar and Visiting Professor in the Law and Public Affairs Program at Princeton 
University. A graduate of Harvard College and Yale Law School, she subsequently served 
as a senior policy adviser to Harold Hongju Koh, Assistant Secretary of State for 
Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor at the U.S. Department of State. In addition, she 
served as a law clerk to Justices Harry A. Blackmun and Stephen G. Breyer on the U.S. 
Supreme Court, and to Judge Dorothy Nelson of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit. 
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Professor Dickinson's work, which has focused on transitional justice, legal responses to 
terror, foreign affairs privatization, and the relationship between international and domestic 
law, includes: “Public Law Values in a Privatized World,” 31 Yale J. Int'l L. 384 (2006); 
“Government for Hire: Privatizing Foreign Affairs and the Problem of Accountability in 
International Law,” 47 Wm & Mary L. Rev. 135 (2005); “Terrorism and the Limits of 
Law: the View from Transitional Justice,” in Terrorism and the Limits of Law (Austin 
Sarat et al. eds., Stanford University Press, 2005). Her forthcoming publications include: 
“Public Values/Private Contract,” in Outsourcing the U.S. (Jody Freeman & Martha 
Minow eds., Harvard Univ. Press, forthcoming 2007); “Legal Regulation of Private 
Military Contractors, the New Mercenaries,” in International Criminal Law (Cherif 
Bassiouni ed., forthcoming 2007); “Contract as a Tool for Regulating Private Military 
Companies,” in Mercenaries to Market (Simon Chesterman and Chia Lenhardt, eds., 
Oxford University Press forthcoming 2007).  Professor Dickinson is also editor of a 
forthcoming essay collection on Empirical Approaches to International Law. 

Professor Dickinson is a term member of the Council on Foreign Relations and co-
organizer of a Collaborative Research Network on Empirical Approaches to International 
Human Rights Law, convened under the auspices of the Law & Society Association. 

Dr. Cordula Droege 
Dr. Droege is a legal adviser in the legal division of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC), where her files include, among others, the privatization of warfare.  In this 
capacity, she is responsible for the ICRC’s participation in the Swiss Initiative on Private 
Military and Security Companies which aims at facilitating a dialogue between concerned 
States and identifying good practices on ensuring compliance with international 
humanitarian and human rights law in the activities of PMCs/PSCs.

Before joining the ICRC in 2005, Dr. Droege worked as a legal officer at the International 
Commission of Jurists, where she covered such issues as human rights in the administration 
of justice and business and human rights.  Between 1998 and 2001, Dr. Droege was a 
research fellow at the Max-Planck Institute for International Law in Heidelberg.  From 
2001 to 2004, she was a lecturer on human rights law in Berlin.  

Dr. Droege is qualified as a Judge and a Barrister in Berlin.  She holds a law degree and 
Ph.D. from University of Heidelberg and an LL.M from London School of Economics.

Melissa J. Epstein
Melissa J. Epstein is an associate attorney in the Los Angeles office of Gibson, Dunn & 
Crutcher.  Ms. Epstein previously served as a commissioned officer in the U.S. Marine 
Corps.  As a Marine prosecutor and then as defense counsel, she litigated numerous courts-
martial at Camp Pendleton and in Iraq.  Ms. Epstein traveled extensively throughout the Al 
Anbar province of Iraq, investigating and prosecuting courts-martial.  Additionally, she 
advised Marine commanders on issues of international law and the laws of war relating to 
the detention and treatment of enemy combatants.  Ms. Epstein completed her active-duty 
Marine Corps service in June 2006 at the rank of Captain.  In a pro bono capacity, she 
currently represents a Marine facing court-martial on charges of first-degree murder.
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Ms. Epstein graduated from the State University of New York at Binghamton and received 
her law degree from Columbia Law School.  Following her graduation, she served as a law 
clerk to Judge Andrew S. Effron, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces.  Ms. 
Epstein subsequently worked in The Hague as a prosecuting attorney at the United Nations 
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, where she assisted in the 
investigation and prosecution of the Srebrenica massacres.

Ms. Epstein's recent publications include “The Customary Origins and Elements of Select 
Conduct of Hostilities Charges Before the ICTY: A Potential Model for Use by Military 
Commissions,” Military Law Review, Spring 2004, 179 Mil. L. Rev. 68.  Ms. Epstein is 
admitted to practice law in New York and California.

Eric Fair
Eric Fair graduated from Boston University in 1994 and enlisted into the United States 
Army.  He was sent to Monterey California where he studied Arabic at the Defense 
Language Institute.  He spent the next three years with the 101st Airborne (Air Assault) 
Division located in Ft. Campbell, Kentucky working in military intelligence.  He deployed 
to Egypt and Israel as a member of the Multinational Force and Observers in 1999.  He 
received an honorable discharge in 2000.

In 2001, Mr. Fair was hired as a police officer in Bethlehem, PA.  He left the department in 
2003 in order to be a part of the war effort in Iraq.  He was offered a position as an 
interrogator by CACI and worked in Baghdad, Abu Ghraib, and Fallujah.  He resigned his 
position in summer 2004.  He was subsequently hired as a civilian employee of the 
Department of Defense and returned to Iraq in 2005 to serve as an intelligence analyst.  

Mr. Fair left the government in early 2006, and will attend Princeton Theological Seminary 
in the fall of 2007 in order to pursue the ministry.

Eugene R. Fidell
Gene Fidell heads the Military Practice Group at the Washington, D.C. firm of Feldesman 
Tucker Leifer Fidell LLP.  Since 1991, he has also been president of the National Institute of 
Military Justice.  He is a member of ABA’s Task Force on Treatment of Enemy 
Combatants and Standing Committee on Law and National Security.

Mr. Fidell served as a judge advocate in the Coast Guard from 1969 to 1972, and regularly 
represents members of the armed services.  He has also represented print and electronic 
media in military justice matters.  He has written extensively on military law, has taught 
the subject at Harvard and Yale Law Schools, and currently teaches it at the Washington 
College of Law, American University.  His current work in progress (with co-authors 
Elizabeth L. Hillman and Dwight H. Sullivan) is Military Justice: Cases and Materials.  

Mr. Fidell is a member of the American Law Institute, and has served on the Code 
Committee on Military Justice, the Advisory Board on the Investigative Capability of the 
Department of Defense, and the Rules Advisory Committee of the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Armed Forces.  He is a graduate of Queens College and Harvard Law School.  
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Scott Horton
Scott Horton is a New York attorney known for his work in emerging markets and 
international law, especially human rights law and the law of armed conflict. He lectures at 
Columbia Law School in law of armed conflict and international public law. A life-long 
human rights advocate, Scott served as counsel to Andrei Sakharov and Elena Bonner, 
among others in the former Soviet Union. He is a co-founder of the American University in 
Central Asia, and has been involved in some of the most significant foreign investment 
projects in the Central Eurasian region. He has chaired the committees on international law, 
international human rights and on the states of the former Soviet Union at the New York 
City Bar Association. He is also a member of the advisory board of the National Institute of 
Military Justice, the EurasiaGroup and a director of the American Branch of the 
International Law Association. Since April 2007 he has also been a legal affairs and 
national security contributor to Harper’s magazine. He currently heads a project on 
accountability for private military contractors at Human Rights First.

Colonel Michael J. Meese 
Col. Michael J. Meese is a Professor, U.S. Military Academy, and Head of the Department 
of Social Sciences at West Point, where he teaches economics and national security 
courses.  He is also a Visiting Professor at the Woodrow Wilson School at Princeton 
University teaching a course in military force planning and decision-making.  From 
January-March 2007, he worked in the Multinational Corps-Iraq Headquarters to assist 
with the development of campaign plans, specifically looking at economic and political 
issues.  He will return to Iraq later this month to assist Gen. Petraeus with the assessment 
that he will provide to the President and Congress in September.  Col. Meese has written 
extensively on defense economics, terrorism, and national security issues.  He is a field 
artillery officer with previous assignments with the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) in 
Mosul, Iraq, with the Stabilization Force Headquarters in Bosnia, and with other units in 
Germany and the United States.  He is a graduate of the National War College, Command 
and General Staff College, U.S. Military Academy, and holds a Ph.D., MPA and an M. A. 
from Princeton University.

Colonel Matthew Moten 
Col. Matthew Moten is professor and deputy head of the Department of History at the 
United States Military Academy.  He spent much of his career in armor and cavalry 
assignments.  In April 1999 he became speechwriter to the Chief of Staff, Army, General 
Eric K. Shinseki.  He later served as legislative advisor to the Chief of Staff.  In 2002 
Colonel Moten was selected as an Academy Professor in the USMA Department of History 
and was assigned as Chief, Military History Division.  From January to June of 2005, he 
served as deputy commanding officer, Dragon Brigade, XVIII Airborne Corps and Task 
Force Dragon, Multi-National Corps, Iraq.  In that position he was deputy commander of 
the Victory Base Complex in Baghdad, home to about thirty thousand military and civilian 
personnel, including several thousand contractors.  He assumed his current duties in March 
2006.  He holds a doctorate in history from Rice University and is author of The Delafield 
Commission and the American Military Profession and articles on civil-military relations.  
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Gary J. Motsek
Since September 2006, Mr. Motsek has served as the principal advisor to the Office of 
Secretary of Defense (OSD) leadership on policy and program support to the combatant 
commands (less TRANSCOM).  In that role, he ensures continued actions to promote 
military effectiveness, efficiency, economy, and standardization; develops and maintains a 
comprehensive policy framework and program support governing logistical and support 
operations, to include combat, humanitarian, and disaster relief; coordinates policy for 
OSD relating to field support operations, civilians in the forward area and battle space, 
forward distribution and maintenance operations, contract support, LOGCAP, management 
of frustrated cargo, disposal or re-distribution of excess materiel and scrap, and retrograde 
operations and their links into the national level industrial and supply base. Mr. Motsek 
also represents DUSD in liaison with JCS J4, COCOM J4’s, and Service Deputy Chiefs for 
Logistics regarding policy coordination and program support for COCOM field operations. 
And he directs, coordinates, and provides analysis, assessments, and testimony to higher 
authority, congressional committees and industry.

Mr. Motsek holds a B.S. in Environmental Engineering from Syracuse University, and an 
M.S. in Management, Troy State University, Alabama.  His military schooling includes: 
Defense Acquisition University, 2005, Level III Certification; Army War College, 1997; 
Armed Forces Staff College, 1988; Command and General Staff College, 1984; Ordnance 
Officer Advanced Course, 1980; Explosive Ordnance Disposal Officer Course, 1976; Field 
Artillery Officer Basic Course, 1974; ROTC distinguished military graduate, Syracuse 
University.  Mr. Motsek is the recipient of numerous awards, including the Meritorious 
Civilian Service Medal, Legion of Merit (2); Defense Meritorious Service Medal (3); 
Meritorious Service Medal (5); Joint Services Commendation Medal, Army 
Commendation Medal; Army Superior Unit Award, National Defense Service Medal, 
Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon (3), Senior Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
Badge, JCSID Badge, Ehrenkreuz (Cross of Honor) from Germany.

Deborah Pearlstein     
Deborah Pearlstein is currently a Visiting Scholar at the Woodrow Wilson School of Public 
& International Affairs at Princeton University.  An expert in U.S. constitutional law, Ms. 
Pearlstein's work focuses on U.S. counterterrorism and national security policies, executive 
power, and the role of the courts.  She has published numerous popular and academic 
writings on the Constitution, executive power, and national security.  Her most recent 
articles consider the role of the military as a constraint on executive power, and the 
Constitution and changing executive competencies in the post-Cold War world. 

From 2003-2006, Ms. Pearlstein served as the founding director of the Law and Security 
Program at Human Rights First, where she led the organization’s efforts in research, 
litigation and advocacy surrounding U.S. detention and interrogation operations.  Among 
other projects, Ms. Pearlstein led the organization's first monitoring mission to the U.S. 
Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and co-authored a series of reports on the human 
rights impact of U.S. national security policy, including a landmark report on U.S. secret 
detention facilities, Behind the Wire.  She also launched a series of off-the-record 
workshops bringing together the human rights, military, and national security communities 
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to discuss key issues in the post-September 11 environment.  A frequent public speaker on 
security-related topics in U.S. constitutional law, Ms. Pearlstein has testified before 
Congress on the human rights impacts of U.S. detention and interrogation operations.

Before embarking on a career in law, Ms. Pearlstein served in the White House as a Senior 
Editor and Speechwriter for President Clinton. Ms. Pearlstein received her A.B. in 
literature and politics from Cornell University, and her J.D. magna cum laude from 
Harvard Law School, where she was articles editor of the Harvard Law Review. She also 
served as a teaching fellow in Harvard College and in the Law School. Following law 
school, Ms. Pearlstein clerked for Judge Michael Boudin of the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the First Circuit, then for Justice John Paul Stevens of the U.S. Supreme Court.  

Sarah Percy
Sarah Percy is a University Lecturer and Fellow in International Relations at Merton 
College, Oxford. Prior to September, 2007, she served as a Research Associate in the 
Oxford Leverhulme Programme on the Changing Character of War. She did her graduate 
study at Balliol College, Oxford, and received her first degree in politics from Queen’s 
University in Canada. Her research interests include mercenaries, private military 
companies and the privatization of force; the use of norms to regulate warfare; and the 
relationship between international law and international relations. 

Ms. Percy has written a number pieces on mercenaries, private military and private security 
companies, including an Adelphi Paper, The Regulation of the Private Security Industry, 
(Routledge and the IISS, 2006), an article in International Organization entitled 
“Mercenaries: Strong Norm, Weak Law” (vol. 61 no. 2), and a forthcoming book, 
Mercenaries: The History of a Norm in International Relations (OUP, 2007). Ms. Percy 
was awarded the CAMOS Dissertation Prize at the 2006 American Political Science 
Association Convention for her dissertation, upon which the book is based.

Benjamin A. Powell 
Benjamin A. Powell is the General Counsel of the Office of the Director of National 
Intelligence.  Mr. Powell was nominated to this position by the President and unanimously 
confirmed by the U.S. Senate in 2006.

Mr. Powell began his career as a computer scientist at the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and served as an officer in the U.S. Air Force.  In the Air Force, he managed programs for 
the Intelligence Community primarily involving computer and network technology.  His 
work included designing and delivering the first Department of Defense intelligence center 
to exploit and disseminate detection and surveillance data in support of counter-narcotics 
missions, managing the program that designed, acquired, and installed the intelligence data 
systems required in the new National Maritime Intelligence Center, supporting the 
development and enhancement of the U.S. Space Command Joint Space Intelligence 
Center, and providing support to U.S. Navy Fleet Intelligence Centers, U.S. Central 
Command and Air Combat Command.

After service in the Air Force, Mr. Powell attended Columbia Law School, where he was a 
Senior Editor of the Columbia Law Review, a Kent Scholar, and a Tony Patiño Fellow. 
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After graduation, Mr. Powell served as a Law Clerk for Judge John M. Walker, Jr. on the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, and for Justice Byron White and Justice John 
Paul Stevens on the U.S. Supreme Court.

Mr. Powell practiced law at Kellogg, Huber, Hansen, Todd & Evans in Washington, D.C., 
where he was part of the trial team that won the largest antitrust verdict in U.S. history. He 
next joined Vitria Technology, Inc, in Sunnyvale, California as Corporate Counsel. At 
Vitria, he handled securities, licensing, litigation, and intellectual property matters. He also 
oversaw European and Latin American legal issues for the company. He most recently 
served as an Associate Counsel to the President and Special Assistant to the President, 
where his work included advising on various initiatives related to reform of the Intelligence 
Community and creation of the Director of National Intelligence, liaison to The 
Commission on the Intelligence Capabilities of the United States regarding Weapons of 
Mass Destruction (“Silberman-Robb Commission”), and work with the Department of 
Homeland Security, the Department of State, the Department of Justice, the Department of 
Commerce, and NASA.

Mr. Powell holds two undergraduate degrees as part of the Management and Technology 
Program at the University of Pennsylvania, where he graduated magna cum laude with a 
degree in Economics from the Wharton School of Business and a degree in Applied 
Science from the School of Engineering and Applied Science. He is a member of the bar in 
California, the District of Columbia, and New York; and he has published research in the 
field of artificial intelligence and neural networks.

Gabor Rona
As the International Legal Director of the New York-based non-profit Human Rights First 
(HRF), Gabor Rona advises HRF programs on questions of international law and 
coordinates international human rights litigation. He also represents HRF with 
governments, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, the media and the 
public on matters of international human rights and international humanitarian law (the law 
of armed conflict). Before coming to HRF, Gabor was a Legal Advisor in the Legal 
Division of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Geneva. At the ICRC 
he focused on the application of international humanitarian and human rights law in the 
context of counter-terrorism policies and practices. He represented the ICRC in 
intergovernmental, nongovernmental, academic and public forums and his articles on the 
topic have appeared in the Financial Times, the Fletcher Forum on World Affairs and the 
Chicago Journal of International Law, among other publications. In addition, he 
represented the ICRC in connection with the establishment of international and other 
criminal tribunals, including the International Criminal Court. He has also taught 
International Humanitarian Law and International Criminal Law in several academic 
settings, including the University Centre for International Humanitarian Law in Geneva, 
Switzerland.

Tommy Ross
Tommy Ross is a legislative assistant for Rep. David Price (D-NC), advising the 
Congressman on issues of defense, veterans, foreign affairs, and justice.  He worked with 
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Rep. Price in drafting H.R. 369, the Transparency and Accountability in Security 
Contracting Act of 2007, as well as contractor-related amendments to Intelligence and 
Defense Authorization bills.  Prior to his current position, Tommy served as a Policy 
Analyst on defense, veterans, foreign policy, and homeland security issues at the Senate 
Democratic Policy Committee, and worked for Senator Tom Daschle.  He graduated 
Davidson College; he later obtained an M.A. in Theology and Ethics from Union 
Theological Seminary in 2002.  

Brigadier General Kevin Ryan
Brigadier General (retired) Kevin Ryan is a Senior Fellow at the John F. Kennedy School 
of Government’s Belfer Center. A career military officer, he has extensive leadership 
experience in Air and Missile Defense, Intelligence, and Political-Military policy areas. In 
his last active duty assignment BG Ryan was responsible for Army Strategic War Plans, 
Policy, and International Affairs. He has served as Senior Regional Director for Slavic 
States in the Office of Secretary of Defense and as Defense Attaché to Russia. He has also 
served as Chief of Staff for the Army’s Space and Missile Defense Command and as 
Assistant Professor Russian Language, United States Military Academy. BG Ryan holds a 
Bachelor of Sciences Degree from the U.S. Military Academy and Master’s Degrees from 
Syracuse University and the National War College.

Colonel Maritza S. Ryan
Col. Maritza S. Ryan is the Professor and Head of the Department of Law, U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point.  Upon graduating from the United States Military Academy at 
West Point in 1982, she was commissioned as a Lieutenant in the Field Artillery.  During 
her tour with the 1st Armored Division, Zirndorf, Germany, she was selected for the Judge 
Advocate General’s Funded Legal Education Program.  Col. Ryan returned stateside to 
attend Vanderbilt University Law School and received her J.D., Order of the Coif, in 1988. 

Col. Ryan’s initial tour as a Judge Advocate was at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, where she served 
as Senior Trial Counsel (Prosecutor).  In 1990, she deployed to Operation Desert 
Shield/Desert Storm as a Brigade Legal Counsel, returning to Fort Sill to be the Senior 
Defense Counsel.  Other assignments include Assistant Professor, Department of Law, 
West Point; Chief of Military Justice and Officer-in-Charge, Fort Shafter Branch Office, 
25th Infantry Division (Light), Hawaii; Deputy Staff Judge Advocate for the Army Medical 
Department Center and School, Ft. Sam Houston, Texas; and Academy Professor and 
Deputy Head, Department of Law, West Point.  Col. Ryan became the Professor and Head 
of the department in September, 2007.

Col. Ryan, a member of the New York State Bar, holds a Master of Laws from the Army 
Judge Advocate General’s School, a Master of Arts in National Security and Strategic 
Studies from the Naval War College, and has published and presented in the areas of Law 
and Leadership, the Law of Armed Conflict, and Military Justice.  

Dr. Kim Lane Scheppele
Kim Lane Scheppele is Laurance S. Rockefeller Professor of Public Affairs and the 
University Center for Human Values at Princeton University.  She joined the Princeton 
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faculty in 2005 after nearly a decade on the faculty of the University of Pennsylvania 
School of Law, where she was the John J. O'Brien Professor of Comparative Law, as well 
as Professor of Sociology. Before that, she taught at the University of Michigan, where her 
primary appointment was in political science, and where she held secondary appointments 
in the law school and in what has become the Ford School of Public Policy. She is a former 
LAPA fellow (2004-2005), a senior fellow at the National Constitution Center 
(1998-1999), and the recipient of multiple grants from the American National Science 
Foundation for residential field work abroad. She received her Ph.D. in sociology from the 
University of Chicago and her A.B. in urban studies from Barnard College. 

Professor Scheppele concentrates on comparative constitutional law, using ethnographic, 
historical and doctrinal methods to understand the emergence and collapse of constitutional 
systems. After 1989, she focused her attention on the transformation of the countries under 
Soviet domination into constitutional rule-of-law states. Since 9/11, Professor Scheppele 
has researched the effects of the international “war on terror” on constitutional protections 
around the world. Her book-in-progress, The International State of Emergency, explores 
the creation of international security law through UN Security Council resolutions and 
examines the effect that apparent compliance with these resolutions has had on 
constitutional integrity. She has also worked extensively on the topic of torture after 9/11. 
Her “Hypothetical Torture in the 'War on Terror'” appeared in the Journal of National 
Security Law and Policy in 2006. 

James D. Schmitt
James D. Schmitt is Vice President for Strategic Development with ArmorGroup.  He 
joined the company in 2004 after returning from his second tour of Iraq.  During his last 
assignment in Iraq, Mr. Schmitt served as the Operations Manager in support of a U.S. 
Department of Defense Program.

A former U.S. Army Officer with service in Special Operations and Infantry units, Mr. 
Schmitt served with the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) where he worked with 
Coalition, NATO, NGO, and host-nation officials in Chief of Party assignments throughout 
Europe.  In 1999, Mr. Schmitt was assigned to the Kosovo Verification Co-ordination 
Centre working in direct support of NATO and OSCE efforts.  Mr. Schmitt’s other 
assignments include the U.S. Embassy in Amman, Jordan, as well as postings in Boston, 
Massachusetts; Berlin, Germany; Stavanger, Norway; and The Republic of Korea.  In 
2005, Mr. Schmitt deployed and stood up ArmorGroup’s Crisis Response Operations in 
New Orleans in the immediate aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.  Mr. Schmitt also serves as 
Chairman of the Board for the International Peace Operations Associations, a non-profit, 
non-partisan, nongovernmental association of service companies dedicated to improving 
peacekeeping, peace enforcement, humanitarian rescue, and stability operations worldwide.

Mr. Schmitt received his Master’s Degree in Business Administration from Babson College 
in Wellesley, Massachusetts and is a graduate of The Kellogg School of Management’s 
“Leadership in Crisis Situations” Program.
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Steven Schooner is Senior Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, Associate Professor of 
Law, and Co-Director of the Government Procurement Law Program at the George 
Washington University Law School.  Before joining the faculty, Dean Schooner was the 
Associate Administrator for Procurement Law and Legislation at the Office of Federal 
Procurement Policy in the Office of Management and Budget.  He previously served as a 
trial and appellate attorney in the Commercial Litigation Branch of the Department of 
Justice.  He also practiced with private law firms and, as an Active Duty Army Judge 
Advocate, served as a Commissioner at the Armed Services Board of Contract Appeals. 
As an Army Reserve officer, he served for more than fifteen years as an Adjunct Professor 
in the Contract and Fiscal Law Department of the Judge Advocate General's School of the 
Army, in Charlottesville, Virginia.  

Dean Schooner received his Bachelors degree from Rice University, J.D. from the College 
of William and Mary, and Master of Laws (with highest honors) from the George 
Washington University.  He is a Fellow of the National Contract Management Association, 
a Member of the Board of Advisors, a Certified Professional Contracts Manager, and 
serves on the Board of Directors of the Procurement Round Table.  He is the Faculty 
Advisor to the American Bar Association's Public Contract Law Journal and a member of 
the Government Contractor Advisory Board.  He is author or co-author of numerous 
publications including The Government Contracts Reference Book: A Comprehensive 
Guide to the Language of Procurement.

Brigadier General James R. Schwenk
Brigadier General (retired) James R. Schwenk is currently Associate Deputy General 
Counsel at the Department of Defense.  Mr. Schwenk retired from the Marine Corps as a 
Brigadier General on July 1, 2000, after 30 years of service as an infantry officer and judge 
advocate.  For the past seven years, he has served in the Office of the General Counsel 
(OGC) of the Department of Defense, where he is responsible for providing legal advice in 
the Office of the Secretary of Defense on issues including accountability, military 
personnel, civil support and military justice.  Mr. Schwenk also leads OGC attorney 
participation on crisis action teams, in exercises and in continuity of government 
operations.

Colonel Pat Shaw
Col. Pat Shaw of the U.S. Air Force joined the department of Military Strategy and 
Logistics at the Industrial College of the Armed Forces (ICAF), National Defense 
University, in July 2006.  Before joining ICAF, Col. Shaw flew F-111 fighter-bombers in 
Europe and the United States for many years.  He completed tours in operational and 
developmental test and evaluation on precision weapons and flight systems as well as a 
deployment to Operation Desert Storm. After graduating from the School of Advanced 
Airpower Studies, Col. Shaw commanded the 32nd Air Operations Squadron in Germany to 
include its deployment for the NATO war with Serbia.  He next attended the National War 
College graduating in 2001.  Following a short tour on the Air Staff, he commanded the 
386th Air Expeditionary Wing in Kuwait during Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Prior to his 
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assignment to ICAF he led the Joint Concepts Division for the Joint Staff.  Col. Shaw 
recently led 16 ICAF students on a five-month industry study examining privatized military 
operations in the United States, South Africa, and the United Kingdom.

Mark Silverman
Mark Silverman is the Congressional Advisor for the International Committee of the Red 
Cross Regional Delegation in Washington, D.C.  Previously he served as Defense and 
Foreign Policy Advisor for Senator Lincoln Chafee of Rhode Island, who was Chairman of 
the Subcommittee on Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs of the Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations.  He began working for Senator Lincoln Chafee in 1999, following 
service in the office of Senator John Chafee.  He received a B.B.A. with a concentration in 
finance from George Washington University and is currently pursuing a M.A. in 
international development studies from Brown University.

Chris Taylor
Chris Taylor was most recently the Vice President for Strategic Initiatives at Blackwater 
USA, a professional security, training, peace support, and stabilization operations firm, 
where he was responsible for developing and leading strategic initiatives and alliances, 
building new business, and assisting in the development and implementation of corporate 
strategy.  He was also is responsible for the sales and marketing efforts for all business 
units and acted as the primary media and public relations point of contact for Blackwater.  

Mr. Taylor developed security, training, stability, and counterterrorism initiatives in the 
Middle East, Asia, Central Asia, Africa, and South America in the fight against global 
terrorism.  These programs include counterterrorism strategy and training, C4I systems 
design and implementation, integrated vulnerability assessments and physical security 
solutions, strategic force transformations, political and economic consequences consulting, 
and turnkey solutions for unique security challenges.  

Mr. Taylor spent 14 years in the Marine Corps as an enlisted infantryman and Force Recon 
Marine.  As a Marine, he held both operational and policy leadership positions.  After 
leaving the Marine Corps in 1999, he attended graduate school at The College of William 
& Mary, and earned an MBA in 2002.  Mr. Taylor is the founding Chairman of the 
International Peace Operations Association, a member of the World Affairs Council and 
has attended Harvard University’s Program for Senior Executives in National and 
International Security at the John F. Kennedy School of Government.

Colonel Tim Vuono
Col. Vuono of the U.S. Army joined the Center for Strategic and International Studies on a 
one-year fellowship in July 2007.  Prior to that time, Col. Vuono served on the faculty of 
the Military Strategy and Logistics Department at the Industrial College of the Armed 
Forces of the National Defense University since July 2005.  While there, he led two war 
college industry study seminars in an examination of the privatization and outsourcing of 
military operations and support.  He has extensive operational experience at all levels, 
serving in field artillery and maneuver units throughout the United States and Germany. In 
addition to numerous worldwide deployments, Col. Vuono served two tours in combat.  

13



Most recently, he was a commander in the 1st Cavalry Division, spending almost 14 months 
conducting combat and stability operations with his composite field artillery and motorized 
infantry battalion task force in Baghdad and central Iraq.  He has also served as an Army 
Strategist and Policy Analyst.  He holds a Master of Public Administration from the 
Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University and a Master of Arts in National 
Security and Strategic Studies from the Naval War College.  

Jeanne-Paloma Zelmati
Jeanne-Paloma Zelmati graduated this past June from Princeton University, where she 
majored at the Woodrow Wilson School. Born and raised in France, Ms. Zelmati now lives 
in New York, where works at the Council on Foreign Relations as Research Associate to 
President Emeritus and Board Senior Fellow Leslie H. Gelb. This past spring, Ms. Zelmati 
served as senior commissioner for an undergraduate task force on improving monitoring 
and oversight in private military contracting.
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