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During the summer of 2007, I worked as an intern for the Center for Human Rights and Global Justice at the NYU Law School.  CHRGJ is a research and advocacy organization that partners with NYU’s International Human Rights Clinic to provide research and legal analysis supporting various non-profit human rights activities.  The Center’s work is divided into six project areas: 1) detainees and the “War on Terror”, 2) racial profiling and national security, 3) caste discrimination, 4) economic, social and cultural rights, 5) extrajudicial executions, and 6) transitional justice.  Within each of these areas the Center works independently or with other major human rights organizations (Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, etc.) to publish current reports and research, to litigate on behalf of victims of human rights abuses, and to advocate for policy changes before government and international authorities.  These projects are often conducted in conjunction with academic courses at the law school and/or with the ongoing research of NYU professors.

As an intern with CHRGJ, my most important assignment was to perform background research and to draft memoranda relating to a field study and possible lawsuit regarding deficient water quality/access in Haiti.  International human rights treaties protect a legal “right to water”, but in Haiti, as in other developing countries, this right is routinely violated by both private and public actors.  Combining my research from the Center with the surveys/data taken by NYU researchers in Port-de-Paix, Haiti, CHRGJ laid the groundwork for future litigation before U.S. courts and the International Court of Justice.  
A second assignment of mine was to help with the Center’s work on detainee abuse and extraordinary rendition by the U.S. and foreign governments.  This project area received a great deal of media attention over the summer, as the NYU International Human Rights Clinic joined a civil suit filed by the ACLU against a private company believed to have facilitated rendition and torture of detainees.  One of the most exciting aspects of my summer was being asked to draft a small section of the complaint filed in that case.

Finally, I also worked with experts from Human Rights Watch on a briefing paper about human rights violations committed by multinational corporations.  The paper was being prepared with the goal of eventual submission to the U.N.  Building on previously-conducted research and reports, I analyzed patterns of illegal action in scenarios ranging from gold and diamond mining in Africa to Indonesia’s pulp and paper industry.
A particularly memorable moment of my summer internship was my introduction to the detainee abuse litigation.  Although, like many people, I had always felt a guttural outrage at the idea of torture and other illegal interrogation techniques, I had never before been able to link those practices with the name and the face of an individual victim, and thus, until that moment, I had maintained only an abstract and generic understanding of the problem.  That understanding changed quickly, however, as my familiarity with the enormous human consequences of those practices increased, and as I learned how the experience of being “disappeared” and subsequently tortured had destroyed every aspect of one client’s life.  I found that I became infinitely more committed to my assignments when I could make the connection between a policy and an individual; this realization was invaluable as it showed me that within the nonprofit sector, my talents and energies may be better suited to direct client representation than to research and publishing. 
I graduated in May from Princeton University with a degree from the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, and I am thrilled to report that I will be attending Yale Law School in the fall.  I expect to explore several areas of public interest law, including immigration and asylum law as well as detainment work similar to that on which I worked this summer.  I would like to close with my sincerest thanks to the Liman family and to the Liman Fellowship program, which provided me with an amazing opportunity I will never forget.                
